A flery star

California’

It's a trend with some growers to create greater uniformity in
their grape production to create a common marketable product.
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cal chord in the overture that produces thé/ineries.
"#1$%"&' ()*)+,")+-".)/0%'11)!I'2+1"%),!' 10" It's a trend with some growers to cre-
T produce the harmonies in wine. This comate greater uniformity in their grape pro-
o —" plexity of environmental factors, called terduction to create a common marketable
roir, is the underlying factor that makes on8%0-$,!4'5$,67"*-1'8!19'2+10")'9"*",I' )I":0-
on Huckfeldt lives in one of the Cabernet Sauvignon grape taste differemy of vintner, one who strives_to comple-
most recognized wine regions than another. o _me_nt_the_nuapces of the terroir to prpduce
in the world, California’s Napa _As grapes have been growing in thla_dlsfuncnve wine, true to the boundaries of
valley. His well drilling clients produce region for over 100 years, one would thinkis vineyard.
some of the most prestigious wines on that all that is knowable is known. That's
the market — in the world, for that mat- "©t rue. Each year the balances of nature FROM THE LAND
ter. With connections like this, a few change, causing the balance of the wine tdapa has a complex coastal geology devel-
acres of prime real estate out behind his ch:_:mge. What stays the same are the prappe_d over millions of years that includes
drill shop, and a passion for good wine, erties that come fr_om the earth. N sedlmentar_y serpentinite and gr_eenstone
Huckfeldt is also becoming successful in . Napa Valley is currently subdividedand volcanics from basalt to rhyolite. As a
a second profession — vintner. into 14 subappellations. Huckfeldt’'s re-driller, putting the name of the rock indig-
eg|on will soon become its own appellationenous to the vineyard was only natural, and
oombsville. As far as neighborhoods gan terms of terroir, it is the base from which
uckfeldt's neighbors produce some of1™:9%)3"9'-"%2/"11"2%'.)/0%4
apa’s most famous and highest dollar Igneousis Huckfeldt's wine brand,
wines, including Caldwell and Quintessdaken from the volcanic, overburden and

The environment of a vineyard sit
includes diverse soils, sun exposures, mf
croclimates and all attributes of the wate
used for irrigation. Each variable is a musi-
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|
An Igneous wine label on the 2005 vintage.

ity wine. At restaurants published bi-monthly in the wine industry’s
it will sell for $150 in leading publication, The Wine Advocate.
Napa to $250 or more Parker is recognized by most as a leader in
in major cities like Las Vegas, $+-"%9!)+-2+:";2+"4' A1" 8%9!'12<" 5$,6
depending on the quality of the restauranfeldt met Parker he introduced himself as a
58,67"*-I'3)+1"-'129'8%9!":%)3"9' 2+ ?@ @Il driller and wine maker and the second
alluvial deposits in his vineyard. and recently introduced his 2006 vintage tdme they met, Parker announced, “Hey, it's
Huckfeldt's wine is 100 percent estatdh® market. _ the well driller.”
[060;+8.)--2+:'10' 11" "8+2+7'92:+)1$%" 07" The 2006 «’_slnd 2007 vintages rated a 91  Well drillers know more things about
his wines. and 93 respectively on Robert Parker’s quafy!"9o')+-' 8+-2+:";)1"%' 11)+'<09!' 3"03*"
Huckfeldt's three-acre vineyard is di-ity SC§|6. To rate 90 puts a wine in the “outeould ever understand. Huckfeldt has taken
vided by a dry creek bed snaking througftanding” class on a scale that goes to 10Gthat understanding and given it a life of its
11" <2--*"8' 1$92+:' )%2)!120+9' 2+')2%" .0;' Wine connoisseurs know Parker as the;+&'1"8"%="-29!2+,!120+'6+0;+')§heous

and water drainage as well as sun exposuf9rid-renowned expert whose opinions are !

on each side of the vineyard. The soil is
volcanic white tuff with gravels and cob-
bles derived from igneous materials.

A wine producer often orchestrates a
blend from several grapes or chooses to
showcase a particular vineyard. Huckfeldt's
vineyard produces Cabernet Sauvignon,
Merlot, Cabernet Franc and Petit Verdot,
"),1)11"%2+:"-277"%"+!".)/0%9'7%0<"#30
sure to the land and air. For those non-wine
drinkers, if the predominate grape used in
the wine blend is Cabernet Sauvignon, that
29,1)I'=0$'9""2-"+128"-'0+'11"*) ("*4

Huckfeldt works with experts to man-
age his vineyard and create his wine. Vine-
yard manager David Abreu and winemaker
Kirk Venge are Huckfeldt's partners in
creating hidgneousbrand. These men are
extremely well known in the industry and,
like Huckfeldt is with drilling, extremely
>$)*28"-'2+'11"2%'8"*-4"

As wines go lgneousis a high qual- Don Huckfeldt and Matt Malinowski examine cuttings from a 400-foot water well boring.
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Don Huckfeldt stands in the back. In front are,
from left, drill assistant Eric Simenstad, Brian
Walter, Atlas Copco regional manager, and
chief driller Matt Malinowski.

What driller has to say about the Atlas Copco T

uckfeldt Well Drilling’s chief driller Matt “I had no problems and

Malinowski is an old hand with the TH60. liked working the new
Recently the company took delivery of a new At- rig. The new electronic
las Copco TH60 water well drill and Matt was the controls are always the
lucky driller to take over the controls. same, no matter the

BI';)9' >$2!" -277"%"+!")I' 8%9!"),,0%-2+:"10' C)!'&" load, its much easier
but he quickly got comfortable with it. “This is my  to feather. There is no
forth TH60. Most had small changes but from a con- jumping around with
trol point this new one is totally different — in a good  the hydraulics, it's a
1)=&D'1"9)2-4'EF2%9!'077&"11™",0+8:$%)!20+29'-277'€61sint uniform travel.”

The old version required some crossing over on the _jait Malinowski, driller
hands, depending on the function. The new rig has left
hand function on the left and right on right ... it's just more comfortable.”

AL"8%9! ' 0p2%+" 21111 "+",'%62:)9") ' GH'24,(0%"10*";211'G@'2+,1',)92+:"0'H@"
feet. “I had no problems and liked working the mayy’ points out Matt. “The new elec-
tronic controls are always the same, no mattelotha, its much easier to feather. There is
no jumping around with the hydraulics, it's a camstuniform travel,” cited Matt.

Overall, Matt likes how the new rig can cut a well's production time. “Actually,
11"8%9!'12<"B'%)+'11"1029!'2!'9$%3%29"-'<"J'A1™"93""-'-277"%"+,"70%'1%2332+:'29'3%"!!1='
amazing. Really it's about greater control.”

He sites a combination of things that give him greater control: regulating the air
pressure and volume on the machine, rotation speed, faster rotary top head travel speed.
“If I don’t like something | make a change, simple as that, | have greater control. It all
makes a little difference; | can cut well completion time by a third, easily.”

Of the company’s three TH60s, all are air and mud combination rigs, ready for
whatever formation is encountered. Matt thinks about 75 to 80 percent of his wells
are some or mostly tricone work, but the versatility of the TH60 really pays off. “The
ASK@")**0;9'<"10'("""78,2"+!'%":)%-*"99'07"11"-%2**2+:'<"110-4'B+'11%"",0+9", $!12/"
holes | could run a 15 inch hole opener, &g iich hammer or a’g tricone, that really
shows the ability of this rig.”
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